
 

•  For bar charts that present data like graphs over a period of time,  use 

the comparing and contrasting language given there: … increased more than; there 

was a greater increase in  ...  than  ...  

•  The survey took place in the past not the present, but you can  use  either the past  

simple or the present simple to describe the data.  

•  Try to classify the items and divide them into groups rather than writing about 

each one in turn: the (factors) can be divided into two main groups ...  

- Name the groups: ...  namely those related to … and those (connected) with ...  

- Compare the two groups:  ... of the two,  the former is  the larger.  

- State an  important feature in this group: with ...  being the most popular with 

40 per cent.  

• Compare and contrast the other items. Use some of the following:  

- morel/less than ...   

- (bigger) than  .. .  

- (not) as big as .. .  



- twice as big/much as ...  

- rather than ...  

- as against/as opposed to/compared with/in comparison with ...  

- in (sharp) contrast to the biggest/smallest (change)  ...  

- more (women) cited/achieved/participated/took part in/were involved in ...  

than  ...  

- there were more (men)  than (women) who ...  

• To  quote from the results of the survey,  you can  use:  

- ... percent quoted / cited/mentioned/considered ...  as important  

- ...  was quoted/cited/mentioned/considered as the most/least important factor 

by ...  

- ...  came top/bottom/second/next, followed (closely) by ... at ...  and ...  

respectively.  

 
 


